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have, I think, a right to demand it.' Then a report was
received from the Russian Admiral affirming that a
Japanese torpedo-boat had been seen steaming full speed
for the Russian fleet. Nobody believed that, but the
King began to consider what would be the effect of this
demand on which he had insisted. If Russia refused
there would be war, unless England suffered the humilia-
tion of withdrawing it. He veered completely round,
and wrote to his slightly bewildered Foreign Secretary
asking if we were prepared to go to war * for the sake
of the heirs of two harmless fishermen.' The indignation
of the Press, though no more violent than his own,
thoroughly alarmed him, and he overtook his own letter
to Lord Lansdowne by a telegram: * Strongly deprecate
pressing for punishment of Admiral. Russia could not
accept such a humiliation,' and then left Lord Lansdowne
in charge. No one was more relieved than he when,
by the efforts of the Russian and British Ambassadors,
it was decided to submit the case to the Hague Tribunal.1

1 Lee, King Edward VII, ii. pp. 302-304.